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The Cohen Family Tree 

I originally started the Family Tree at Josh’s Bar Mitzva in 1973. So much has occurred since then, I decided to update 

it in 2015. Heaps of thanks to everyone for their help. If you note any errors or have other info, by all means please 

pass it back to me for inclusion. As of this writing Grandma and Zaydi Cohen have 145 lineal descendants.  Here it is. 

Enjoy 

Shlomo Cohen.                     

 

                                              Chaim       b.  circa 1740 

 

                                              Avraham   b.  circa 1770 
                                                                                     Eliezer passed away when Rivka Rochel 

                                                                                     was about 1 year old.  Chana Bayla married  

                                                                                      Moshe when RR was 2 or 3. 

                                               Moshe      b. circa 1800 

                                                                                                                                                                         Feldman 

                                                                                                                                                                       

Zundel  m.  Mindel          Yechiel   m.  Sarah                 Eliezer   m,   Chana                   Yisroel   m.   Esther       b. circa 1830 

                     Kaila              Aharon                                    Zevulun         Bayla                     Isur               Leah 

Rosensweig                       Schwager                               Chopnick                                      Kozcych        Feldman 

 

                       Chana  m.  Shlomo     From Plantch, Poland                                     Rivka  m. Tzvi  From Stopnica, Poland  circa 1860 

                       Golda       Schwager    A Plantcher Chasid                                        Rochel      Menachem  A Neishtuder Chosid 

                       Rosensweig                                                                                    Chopnick   Kozcych 

                                                                                                                          d.12 Av 5717   d. 1/12/1944 (age 82) 

                                                                                                                8/8/57 (age 95) 
                                                                                                                                                                         There were other siblings 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Zaidy didn’t like to talk about them 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     They either died young or in the holocaust 

Izzy    Moshe               Raizy             Esther       Chaya Ita      m.       Chaim            Meir      Stella         Morris        Gittel 

m.       Zev                    d. in               d. in          b. 4/12/1895           b.8/17/1892                m.                 m.            d. in 

Clara    m. ?                 Europe          Europe     d. 6 Av 5740             d. 4 Av 5740               Izzy               ?               childbirth 

Leitman                                                                             m.12/6/1918                                Dublin           Hannah            m. ?                                       

                                                                                                                                              Eddie  Sophie  Lenny                       

Dr.Arthur     Melvin            Zundel                                                                                                                           Joe        Izzy               

 m. Judy        m.Judy                                                                                                                                              m. Bella   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                 Leslie   Howard    Boy & glrl 
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CHAIM  m.  CHAYA ITA 
 

 

Julius   m. Celia           Gus   m.  Sylvia                  Sidney     m.    Shirley               Irving    m.    Ray             Jerry  m.  Pearl 

(Yechiel   (Tzirel)        (Gershon) (Sorah              (Eliezer             (Shaindl           (Yisroel)         (Rochel)   (Gershon   (Perel) 

Moshe)                                            Baila)                 Zevulun)          Meiril)                                    Zucker     Chanoch)     

                Grossman     Fisher                                                             Scheier                                                                             ? 

b.3/18/20 b.12/31/24 b.1/10/21  b  10/8/21       b7/15/23       b.4/3/25      b 10/7/25  b.6/12/29  b. 1/7/28 b.10/11/29 

                                       d.12/14/92 d.6/13/98      d. 6 Teves 5758 

m.  10/12/47                m.                                        m. 8/22/43                               m. 11/20/48                       m.12/12/48 

 

 

See following pages for each of these families separately. 
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Julius    m.    Celia 
 

 

Rochelle                    Alice                                                        Glenn                                        Avraham      

(Rochel                      (Chana                                                    (Aharon                                    (Avraham 

Tzipora)                      Zehava)                                                 Yitzchok)                                   Yakov)               

b. 3/18/50                 b. 7/16/52                                             b. 11/15/54                              b.1/3/58           

m. 10/27/85              m. 10/28/79                                        m. 6/3/79                                  m.1/13/85 

Jay                               Harold                                                  Karen                                          Annie 

Seigal                          Miller                                                   Klein                                            Kleinberg 

b. 8/18/48                b.9/24/50                                             b,3/15/56                                   3/16/61 

 

          

             Kimberly         Jaimee                                                                                     Michael           

Eric                                                                                                                                                           

             b. 10/6/81      b. 8/15/83                                                                               Adam 

             m. 2/2/03       m. 2/15/10                                                                             b. 10/16/87   b. 10/16/87                    

             Jonathon        Marc                                                                                                                  m. 8/21/11 

             Krup                Srolovits                                                                                                             Neeli 

             b. 12/14/81    b.12/12/82                                                                                                        Gottlieb 

                                                                                                                                                                  b. 8/19/88              

 

Noah            Aiden         Lianna       Gabriella   Jonah                                                                        Elana   

b.8/29/04   4/28/07 b. 1/26/11    11/8/11    3/11/14                                                                     b. 7/21/92                                                                       

                        

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie                          Dana                  Asher              Jordanna 

b. 7/13/81                         b. 3/13/84        b.8/31/87      6/17/98 

m  4/6/03                          m. 11/25/09    m. 8/3/09      

David                                 Chaim                Aliza                                          

Sokol                                 Gitler                  Avrech                                      

b.10/27/09                       b.7/3/84            b. 10/27/79                             

                                                                                              

 

 

               Eliana       Dahlia           Ori                   Eitan               Alexandra       Zoe           Leo 

b.2/5/04  b.10/28/05  b. 12/13/08   b. 8/16/12       b. 10/28/11   7/13/13   b. 8/15/13                                                                                                             
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Gus    m.    Sylvia 
 

 

Shloime                                                 Rissi   m.     Bunim                                  Ari   m.  Andrea 

(Shlomo                                                 (Rivka          Hertz                                     (Yehuda 

Menachem)                                          Leah)          Tanzman                                  Ari) 

b.                                                             b. 4/19/53   b.                                    b.10/21/61   b. 7/6/63 

                                                                 m.                                                            m.9/1/86 

 

 

                                                                 Jessica Anne                                              Josh 

                                                                  (Gitel Chaya)                                             b.6/30/93   

                                                                  b.6/13/83 

                                                                   m. 

                                                                    ? Mills                                                      Noah 

                                                                                                                                      b.7/4/98 

  

 

                                                                                      Arianna Nicole 

                                                                                       (Sarah Pesha) 

                                                                                       11/23/11 

 

                                                                      Sheera Beth 

                                                                      (Sheera Batya) 

                                                                       4/6/87        
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Sidney   m.  Shirley 
 

Shlomo Mordechai  m. Roslyn (Rivka) Domb 

 

 

VI)  Avraham Moshe              Tifara Chana                        Chaya Ita                        Dr. Perel                   Yechiel Aaron 

       b. 3/15/78                         b.  1/31/80                          b. 12/31/81                    b. 1/14/64               b. 2/4/86                                  

      m.6/26/03                         m.  8/15/07                          m. 11/9/09                    m.8/27/07  

      Menucha Mitnick             Moshe Stareshefsky            Zecharia Mehler           Yosef Schneid 

       b.3/26/?                             2/18/81                                 10/?                                8/3/83 

 

 

VII)   Ahuva Gitel                        Eliezer Zevulun                   Calev Nadav                    Bracha Leah Batsheva 

          b. 12/4/04                          7/22 /08                               8/23/12                           b. 1/29/09 

           

          Yocheved                           Yonasan  Yosef                                                            Avital Kayla 

          b. 3/23/06                          b. 1/14/13                                                                    b.11/30/10              

           

          Deena 

          b. 3/23/06 

           

         Avigail 

          b.1/28/11 

           

          Eliezer Zevulun                  

          b. 9/14/13 

 

          Miriam 

           b. 12/23/15 
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                                                                   Tzvi  m. Nechama Gottleib 

 

 

Chaim                   Yosef Shlomo              Naomi Bracha              Yaakove Nissim            Rivka Rochel                 Elisheva 

b. 1/9/81.             B. 10/11/82                 b.5/29/85                     b. 2/23/88                     b. 10/30/89                  b. 10/9/96  

m.4/18/04            m.3/28/05                   m. 6/23/08                   m. 6/13/11                    m. 1/26/15 

Tzipporah             Esther                           Yechezkel                      Chana                             Yitzchok 

Bracha                   Chinn                            HaLevi                            Yehudis                          ??? 

Rotberg                  b. ?                               Neuberger                     Lancz                              b. 6/29/88 

b.5/10/82                                                    b. 10/4/84                      b. 12/26/90 

 

 

Eliezer                     Feigy                            Hadassah                       Zev 

Zevulun                   b. 1/30/06                   Malka                            b. 4/10/12 

b.7/1/08                                                       b.6/15/09 

 

Miriam                   Miriam                          Naftoli                            Eliezer    

b. 7/1/08               Baila                               HaLevi                            Zevulun 

                                b.10/6/08                      b. 7/6/12                       b. 11/11/15 

Shoshana                   

Rena                       Avraham  

b.11/10/12            Dovid 

                                 b. 2/23/09 

 

                                 Dina  

                                 Shifra    

                                 b.11/21/12 
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                                                                D’vora  m. Pinchas Moshe HaKohain Kasnett (div.) 

 

 

Yechezkel              Yisroel             Henna             Chaya              Tzivia             Yaakove           Chaim           Nechemia 

Menashe               Isar                   Shifra               Etta                 Michal           Gavriel             Noson           Mordechai 

HaKohain              HaKohain        Tarica                                                               HaKohain        HaKohain      HaKohain 

b. 8/29/76.            b.5/8/79        b. 8/23/81        b.8/12/83       b.8/12/83      b.1/21/86       b.2/27/89     b.2/17/92 

m.6/?/00                m 6/?/02.                                                         m.8/6/06 

Michal                    Malia                                                                 Hillel 

Shoshana               Tova                                                                  Kalman 

Miriam                    Spero                                                                Boim 

Duchinov                                                                                            b.11/11/81 

b. 12/10/77             b. ? 

 

 

Noam Elkana         Eliana Ayla      Meirav                                     Eyton 

b.9/22/01               b.8/24/03        b.10/5/12                               Doniel  

                                                                                                            b.9/23/08 

Aviad                       Nava 

b.2/5/08                 Yehudit                                                             Yonah      

                                 b.12/14/05                                                       Ozer  

Yishai                       Elisha                                                                 b.9/10/13  

Doniel                      Yakov 

b. 4/?/10                  b. 12/4/07 

 

Avital 

Shira 

b.1/28/14 

 

 

 

] 

                                 Joshua m. Ellie Richman  b. ?  Anniversary  ?? 

                     Yehoshua Aryeh    Elisheva 

 

Batya Chaya                         Ilanit                                          Yonina    

b. 10/25/83                         b.1/10/89                                  b.7/12/92   

m. ? 

Yisroel Yehuda 

Kaplan 

b. 5/9/83 
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Irving    m.    Ray 
 

 

Pesach  m.  Joy (div.)                                       Chani   m.   Shmuel                                         Shani    m.   Chaim 

(Pesach        (Hinda                                          (Chana        (Shmuel                                       (Shoshana    (Chaim 

Aryeh)          Gila)                                              Zehava                                                             Hadassah) 

                    Pearlberg                                                           Spiegel                                                                Kirshner      

 

                 m.Penina 

                      Sora 

b.11/21/49                   b.                                   b. 8/10/51    b.                                                  b. 4/10/64     b. 4/24/60  

m.                                                                                   m.1/20/72                                                      m.8/30/82 

 

 

Faiga                                                                        Leah                                                                          Chaim 

Bracha                                                                     Blima                                                                        Yosef 

 

 

 Eliza                                                                         Sora                                                                           Gavriel 

Baila                                                                         Faiga                                                                          Aharon 

 

Shlomo                                                                    Devorah                                                                     Bracha 

Zalman                                                                                                                                                         Rivka 

Meir 

 

                                                                                   Meier                                                                         Rena 

                                                                                   Aharon                                                                      Yetta 

 

 

                                                                                    Chaya                                                                       Leah  

                                                                                    Ita                                                                             Mindel 

 

 

                                                                                    Bayla                                                                         Penina 

                                                                                                                                                                       Rus 

 

                                                                                    Chaim                                                                       Riva 

                                                                                     Dovid                                                                       Bayla 

 

 

                                                                                     Moshe                                                                     Moshe 

                                                                                     Yosef                                                                        Eliyahu 

 

                                                                                      Necha                                                                     Chava 

                                                                                      Tova                                                                        
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                                                                                                                                                                      Yaakove 

                                                                                                                                                                      Tzvi 

 

                                                                                        Rivka                                                                     Sora 

                                                                                        Rochel                                                                  Chana 

 

 

                                                                                        Levi                                                                       Yehudis 

                                                                                        Yitzchok                                                               Fraida 

 

 

                                                                                         Yehuda 

                                                                                          Leib 
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Jerry   m.   Pearl 
 

 

Deena  m.  Norm                                                         Dr. Zev                                                          Rochel     

(Deena                                                                           (Zev                                                               (Rochel  

Gittel)                                                                             Moshe)                                                         Rivka) 

b.5/9/52                                                                       b. ?                                                                     b. 5/16/58                            

m. 10/13/74                                                                                                                                          m.9/4/78 

Norman Mermelstein                                                                                                                          Moshe Schwartz          

 b. 7/16/55                                                                                                                                             b.5/6/52 

 d.25 Teves 2005                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

Avrohom Aryeh       Chaim Boruch       Yisroel Meir         Ora Chaya 

b. 12/12/83              b.7/5/85                 b. 10/31/87         b. 11/4/88 

                                    m. 6/10/07                                          m. 6/6/10    

                                   Yael  ?                                                    Toviah ? 

                                   b. 9/20/83                                             b. 4/23/86 

 

 

                                   Zalah Ahava                                          Noah 

                                   b. 1/24/08                                             b. 8/14/14  

 

 

                                   Layla Ayelet     

                                    B, 12/31/08 

 

                                                            Hindy             Chaya Frayda        Shoshana       Tzvi Shlomo       Malky             Shira 

                                                            b.1/27/80      b.10/23/81            b.9/25/82      9/14/87              b.4/20/90     b.12/5/92 

                                                             m.8/4/09       m.8/25/02            m.5/30/09     m.11/8/09       m.                   m.3/11/12     

                                                            Avraham        Shuie                      Yaakov            Gabby                                      Binny 

                                                             Cohen            Horowitz                Youssian       Vandervelde                             Dreyfuss 

                                                             B.9/5/83        b.8/10/76              b.9/11/84       4/28/92                                   8/10/87 

 

 

                                                             Mordechai     Yocheved              Eliyahu           Mordechai                              Aviva 

                                                              Dov                  Miriam                  Mordechai    Eliezer                                     Leah    

                                                              b.9/30/11      6/9/03                   3/31/14         9/5/10                                     6/3/14 

                                                        

                                                                                      Elisheva                                         Sarah 

                                                                                       8/21/06                                         Leah 

                                                                                                                                              4/22/12 

                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                Nechama 

                                                                                                                                               Liora 



11 
 

                                                                                                                                               5/21/15 

 

 

 

 

 

A little family history 

 

Tzvi Menachem’s parents were Yisroel Issar and Esther Leah (the original family name was Kozcych, 

pronounced Kujik). His wife worked, he sat and learned. He was Niftar in  January, 1944. At that time, all 

the ‘boys’ were off at war. Only Big Ab was married at that time.  As the story goes, Tzvi Menachem was 76 

years old. One morning, after Shacharis, he went in Rivka Rachel, she was sick that day, and said goodbye. 

He also said goodbye to his daughter in law, Chaya Ita, washed his hands, said Shema and closed his eyes in 

death. 

 

His wife, Rivka Rochel, born in 1862 nee Chopnick, lived until 1957 (12 Av 5717), to the age of 95. Her 

parents were Eliezer and Chana Baila. Eliezer passed away when she was only two or three years old. Her 

mother remarried a man named Moshe who, as it turned out was Tzvi Menachem’s grandfather so her 

husband was her stepfather’s grandson. Toward the end she was put in the King’s County Home for the 

Aged. She remained totally sharp right up to the end. Although blind by that time, she was able to 

recognize visitors from their footsteps or by touch. At one point she actually died and the doctor revived 

her. She told off the doctor for doing so, however, when she was fading the second time she clearly did not 

want to die. 

 

Another interesting story concerning her is in regard to some of the names in the family. When she was a 

young woman, Tzvi Menachem was taken into the Russian army. She had a dream in which Tzvi 

Menachem’s great-grandfather appeared to her in a dream. In this dream he informed her that Tzvi 

Menachem would come home safely from the army and that she was pregnant with a boy. He asked that 

this boy be named Chaim after him. This was in fact done. In doing so, two other names were skipped over; 

Avrohom and Moshe. To make up those two names Chaim named one of his sons after one of the skipped 

generations, Julius was names Yechiel Moshe, and he in turn named one of his sons after the last one, 

Avrohom. 
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One of their children was a son, Chaim. He was born in the year1892 (?) in Stopnica, Poland. Stopnica, 

Jewish population 3,134 in 1897, 71% of the shtetl, was 82km northeast of Cracow.  His father was a 

Neishtutter Chasid. The Rebbe was a Talmid of the Lubliner Rav. 

As a young child, his parents were unable to care for him due to unrelenting poverty.  So he was sent to 

live with his grandparents, Yisroel Issar and Esther Leah, across the river in Neistadt where they ran a 

grocery store. One of the stories he told regarded his attendance in Cheder. Breakfast consisted of a cup of 

unsweetened tea. Lunch, in Cheder was a cup of unsweetened tea for a kopek. For two kopeks the 

Rebbitzen would add some milk, but, as he said, “Who had two kopeks?” This had to suffice from 7AM 

until 7Pm. When he got home, supper was bread and soup. Essentially, the soup was hot water with 

perhaps a few bits of parsnip or turnip floating in it. The soup was there to soak the hard, black, Russian 

bread to make it soft enough to chew. One also needed to watch out for bits of gravel on which you could 

break a tooth. There were no dentists. This was the normal daily diet of his youth. Shabbos was only a little 

better. 

 

Chaim came to the US in 19__ as a young teenager.  His older sister, Stella and brother Morris were already 

here. (There was also a younger sister, Gittel, who died young.)  He learned a trade as a tailor and went to 

night school to learn English. When he began dating he was quite serious about a young lady named Rosie. 

Once, when going to the place she lived, he found out she was not Shomeres Shabbos and immediately 

broke off the relationship. Soon after he met Chaya Ita whom he married in 19__. He was one of those few 

Yidden that you hear the stories concerning his finding employment on Monday and informing the boss on 

Friday that he wouldn’t be in on Shabbos thus getting fired weekly and looking for a new job the following 

Monday. This went on through the Depression even after the children were born and the financial 

pressures mounted.  This was also one of the few families in which all the children remained Frum. 

 

Shabbos remained paramount throughout his life. At one point he went north to see about job 

opportunities. He got as far as Buffalo and turned back when he saw the poor state of Yiddishkeit.  After 

the war he was deeply involved in Hatzolo efforts, eventually, through his Society, able to help literally 

hundreds of people get out of Europe into the US and Israel. (Somewhere, there are several loose-leaf 

notebooks filled with correspondence and photos from many of those people.) Later on they made a 

number of trips to Israel, staying in the homes of some of those people. One of them had settled in 

Toronto and had started a construction business. He offered Chaim a partnership. Chaim went to Toronto 
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only to find that the company worked on Shabbos although the man assured Chaim he wouldn’t have to, 

Chaim turned down the offer. The other man became a multi-millionaire. Chaim always made time to learn 

and attend Shiurim. He was, in fact, a very knowledgeable man. His Yahrzeit is on 4 Av. He passed away in 

5740. 

 

His wife, Chaya Ita nee Schwager, was born in Polaniez (pronounced Planch), Poland to Shlomo and Chana 

Golda (nee Rosensweig). Shlomo was a Chasid of the Polianiezer Rebbe. Polaniez was 101 km northeast of 

Krakow. She emigrated to the US as a young girl in 19__. Evidently she boarded with some relatives. 

Somehow she also managed to remain Shomeres Shabbos in difficult circumstances. She had a younger 

brother, Izzy, as well as several younger sisters. Only Izzy came to the US. After she married, for the Bris of 

her first born Julius, her father came to the US. Apparently, while here he checked out the feasibility of 

remaining and sending for the rest of his family. He decided that America was not Frum enough and 

returned to Europe 

 

After Julius, Sylvia A”H was born followed by Sidney A”H, then Irving and the youngest, Jerry. 

 

Yetta, as Zaydi always called her, was a lifelong member of Mizrachi. On the day Mesivta Chaim Berlin 

opened its doors she was there to serve hot lunch to the boys. She remained active in both these 

organizations all her life. She was constantly collecting Tzedaka for various things. When she had a doctor 

or dentist appointment she usually walked out having collected more for Tzedaka than she had paid for her 

visit. 

 

The story of their deaths in 1981 is in itself a moving love story. They had gone to a hotel in Far Rockaway 

for a vacation. The moment they arrived, before checking in, Zaydi went to find a Chevrusa with whom he 

could learn while there. He found out there was a Sofer also in the hotel and made arrangements to have 

his Tefillin checked. Shortly after arriving at the hotel he had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital 

where he was Niftar on Thursday. Grandma made all the arrangements for the Friday Levayo but she had a 

heart attack on Thursday night. During their lifetimes, it was noted that whatever was ailing Zaydi, 

Grandma would also complain of, almost as though there was sympathetic pain. She was in the hospital for 

Zaydi’s funeral on Friday morning.  Amongst those who wished to be Maspid Zaydi were Shlomo and Tzvi. 

Tzvi, although younger, asked if he could speak before Shlomo. During his Hespid, he become emotionally 

overwrought and dizzy. He called Shlomo up to brace him so he could continue. After he spoke Shlomo lost 

his opportunity to speak while caring for Tzvi. After the funeral, Shlomo expressed a desire to make 

arrangements to spend Shabbos in the hospital with Grandma. Instead he was asked by Big Ab to stay with 

Tzvi and was assured that someone else would spend Shabbos with Grandma so she would not be alone. In 

the event, nobody stayed with her Friday night or Shabbos morning. Several people walked over Shabbos 

afternoon.  As it happened, Josh was actually in the room with her when she passed away. She had told the 

doctor that he need not treat her. Her children were all well and no longer needed her whereas her Chaim 

did. In effect, she had willed herself to die. Life no longer had meaning for her without her life partner. 

Shlomo felt bad that she had been in the hospital with no one there with her. He decided not to leave her 
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alone in death and stayed up all Motzei Shabbos in the funeral home as Shomer, saying the entire Sefer 

Tehillim. The following morning, at the Levayo, rather than risk losing this second opportunity, Shlomo 

asked to speak first.  

 When we got to the cemetery, the earth over Zaydi’s grave having just been filled not 48 hours 

before, collapsed into Grandma’s Kever. It was almost as if Zaydi was saying to her, “What’s your rush? 

There was no need to hurry.”  Pesach and Shlomo immediately stripped off their jackets and, in the August 

heat, redug the grave to bury our beloved grandmother. 

 

 

Tzvi Menachem Kudzyck  
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Rivka Rochel Kudzyck  
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Rivka Rochel at Shlomo’s first birthday . (Note the horsehair shaitl) 
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Shlomo Schwager                                                                                                            Chana Golda Schwager 
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Chaya Ita Schwager 

 

 

Zaydi & Grandma Cohen with Julius & Sylvia  
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Chaim Cohen with his nephew Eddie 
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